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“The recent construction
had my pictures rattling.
Plus, my street is on a steep
hill. 'm nervous about how
I would get in and out dur
ing the construction,” she
said.

During the past 15 years,
the district has hooked up
about 5,000 homes and
businesses. Some neighbor
hoods, such as Zephyr Way
in Juno Beach, voluntarily
hooked up about a decade
ago. Other areas, such
as the Tequesta Country
Club, opposed tying into
the system. Contending the
homes were polluting the
Loxahatchee River, the dis-
trict took the development
to court, which ruled that
residents there must hook
up to the public system.
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Persuading customers
in Juno Beach to buy new
sewers will be a tough sell,
said Rim Bishop, executive
director of Seacoast Utility
Authority, which supplies
drinking water and sewer
systems to about 38,000
customers in north Palm
Beach county.

“If your septic tank is
working fine, why pay
anything to fix it?,” said
Bishop.

During a recent meeting
at Juno Beach Town Hall,
several residents asked
about mail and garbage
collection during construc-
tion. A central collection
point would be set up for
both, said Paul Brienza,
the Loxahatchee River
District’s director of engi-
neering services. Others

Hodgkins said outside the
meeting.

Property values won'’t be
significantly affected, said
Realtor Bill Kollmer, a for-
mer Juno Beach mayor.

‘A home with public
septic won't sell for much
more, But it will sell first,”
Kollmer said.

The ballots will be
counted after Monday’s vot-
ing deadline. If a majority
of residents in the north or
south sections of the pro-
posed project area vote for
the hookups, that section
could be done separately. If
the hookups are approved,
homeowners who voted
no still must pay to hook
up. Owners of vacant lots
would pay only the assess-
ment, but not other charges
associated with the project.
@ bill_dipaolo@pbpost.com




